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newspaper through the assistance of a lady with whom I had long
been acquainted. The French ambassador to Constantinople,
M. Constant, remarked to his German colleague, Baron von
Marschall; " Si IM Russes croient que nous aliens fttir& In guerre four
l&urs beaux ywx Us se fourrtwt k doigt dans Potil" This discreet
and reserved French attitude, at a moment when a great war had
come within the range of possibilities, was also attributable to the
negotiations which 1 hud opened with France after the unpleasant
Casablanca incident, and which, finally, on 9th February 1909
resulted in the improved agreement concluded with the French on
the subject of Maghreb el Aksa, We allowed them in this pre-
cedence in all matters of politics, without yielding them complete
dominion over the country, whose integrity and sovereignty were
once more guaranteed by the French Government. Against this
France promised us complete equality in Morocco in matters of
trade, to which we attached supreme importance.
On and October 1908, during these negotiations with France
over Morocco, I received a letter from the Crown Prince, in which
he referred to an alarmist article in the Pan-German and ultra-
chauvinist Rheini$ch~We$tf&lische %eitu#g9 demanding the despatch
of a German cruiser to Casablanca, and reproaching me with having
given our " once chivalrous and fearless nation " the idea that
peace and tranquillity were more desirable than war and honour.
The Crown Prince expressed himself as follows;
First of all I must ask Your Excellency to forgive me for
writing to you in pencil, but in the hunting-box where I am at
present there is a sad lack of writing material. You have always
been so kind and frank with me, anci we have discussed together
so manv political issues, that 1 feel I may write to you quite freely.
I am nrmly convinced that this Casablanca incident was pre-
meditated. The French arc really trying to find out how far toey
can tax our patience, our love of peace. 1 write this in all serious-
ness, after due reflection, and in the knowledge that later I must
abide by the consequences. If the French manage to pull this
off, without giving us entire satisfaction and a formal apology,
our prestige will be impaired for many years. Our honour is
deeply involved, and it is high time that this insolent clique ia
Pans should be made once more to feel what a Pomeranian
grenadier can do. Believe me, Your Excellency, a great part of
the nation thinks as I do, and the whole army is longing to " get
at 'em." If this business had happened to an English conrttlw
English cruisers would have been $ent off at once to Casablaacat